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inhabitants of France, 
following table : — 



The mortality by ages may be shown by the 



Surviving from 10,000 
Newly-Born Infants. 

At birth, 10,000 

At the age of 1 year, 7,068 

1 5 years, 5,294 



15 

25 
35 
45 

55 
65 
75 
80 



4,992 
4,626 
4,165 
3,573 
2,836 
1,886 
734 
265 



It is shown above that in Paris there is one birth to each 29.07 
adults, or one birth for every 29.07 years of each adult in the child- 
bearing age. Also the average length of life of the Parisian is 28.05 
years. Using these figures, and barring out immigration, the popula- 
tion of Paris in the next generation would be reduced from 2,424,703 
to 1,698,679, and in the eighth generation the population of Paris 
would be reduced to 140,700. 

M. Lagneau cites as the principal causes of the present poor demo- 
graphical position of Paris, first, loose social laws, which lead to late 
marriages, and to prostitution and adultery, instead of marriage ; 
second, imperfect precautions against disease, especially of infants. 

G. N. C. 

Columbia College, 1894. 



FEMALE LIFE MORTUARY EXPERIENCE. 



Female Life Mortuary Experience of the New England Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. Compiled by Walter C. Wright, Actuary. 

The subject of the comparative mortality of male and female lives 
has of late received its due share of attention. The facts as hitherto 
presented have seemed anomalous and indicative of some inadequacy 
in the selection of female risks, or of a singular increase of relative 
risk, because of insurance itself ; for, while all mortality tables which 
are drawn from statistics of the general population, or of annui- 
tants, show women to be longer-lived than men, the tables from 
assured lives have almost invariably made a contrary showing. It is 
a relief, therefore, to find that in the experience of the New England 
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Mutual Life Insurance Company the mortality among women has 
been very favorable, and not higher than the ratio among men. As 
compared with several other female experiences, and on the basis of 
the expectation of the American Table, the experience in the New 
England, in ratio of actual to expected loss or deaths, is as follows : — 

New England, . 787 

Thirty American offices 1.064 

Connecticut Mutual 945 

Provident Lite and Trust 800 

John Hancock 823 

Farr's Health Female, 906 

British Government Annuity 922 

This very excellent record of his company Mr. Wright ascribes to 
the great care taken by his company to be sure that the beneficiary 
has a financial interest in the life of the insured female. He says : 
" I am satisfied that this result is largely due to the strictness of the 
rules of this company regarding the ascertainment of an unquestion- 
able and sufficient existing insurable interest in the life of every 
woman for whom a policy is written." This seems plausible to us of 
the United States, where insurable interest is generally thought a 
very necessary item in life insurance transactions. But Mr. Teece, 
of the Australian Mutual Provident Society of Sydney, New South 
Wales, would certainly take issue with this position. In his country 
and company, he assures me, a man or woman may insure in favor of 
whomsoever he or she pleases, the only condition being that he or 
she pleases to insure ; no attention whatever is paid by company or 
colony to the question of insurable interest. Singularly enough, his 
company is the only one which has yet tabulated its female mortality, 
that makes a showing nearly as favorable as the New England itself, 
being .794 of the American expectation. He must needs in this con- 
nection give an explanation, too, of the failure of the company to 
show a materially higher death rate of female lives than of male. 
He says : " It will be observed that where the assumed ages are dealt 
with (Mr. Teece's company rates up diseased lives) the actual deaths 
among females are considerably less than the number expected, 
according to the company's general experience ; even where healthy 
lives only are dealt with, the actual mortality among females is not 
materially in excess of that among male lives. We have not far to 
seek for the cause of this practical agreement. In young countries 
like the Australasian colonies the deaths from accidental and violent 
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causes are much more numerous than in old countries, and it is the 
male lives which are chiefly exposed to the risk of accident. The 
tables of causes of death given with the medical report show that the 
violent deaths represented among the males .13 per cent on the 
exposed to risk as against .03 per cent among the females. It seems 
probable, therefore, that the excessive death rate among females 
during the child-bearing period, which is found to rule in old coun- 
tries, is counterbalanced in these colonies by the accidental deaths 
among males at somewhat similar ages." This is very ingenious and 
might be very convincing if it were not for the fact that the death 
rate of this society, of males and females combined, is the lowest of 
all the published experiences. 

The most surprising thing about the experience of the New England 
is that, although it covers $4,623,603 at risk, $26,363,641 total expos- 
ure, and a loss of $304,296 (Deaths, 161), there were but five deaths 
in all, amounting to a loss of $6,500, caused by child-birth and attend- 
ant diseases and accidents. This strange and exceptional experience 
goes far to explain the low mortality ; but, unless explained by the 
small number of lives in the reckoning, itself requires explanation. 
In the Australian Society the deaths from diseases and accidents of 
parturition, including puerperal fever, were 18 out of a total of 221, 
which is a much larger percentage of the whole. Of course the num- 
ber of lives is in both cases too small to give a reliable average, and 
it would be much more to the purpose if the original data of several 
of these companies could be combined. But from the data already at 
hand and classified, it is fairly clear that whatever excessive mortality 
there is among women because of parturition is quite offset by the 
extra risks taken by men in other ways ; and that, if a good selection 
can be secured, the insurance of women on the same terms as men 
will be unfair to neither. 

It is, I apprehend, the difficulty of such selection, because of the 
false modesty of women about sexual disorders — the false modesty 
itself being again the result of society's false judgment between men 
and women sexually — that stands in the way of the general adoption 
of the same rates and conditions for women as for men. One Ameri- 
can company is now trying the experiment of coping with that diffi- 
culty by employing female physicians, and when its experience has 
become sufficiently extensive, it should be valuable. It is not im- 
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probable, though, that it will be found that a woman will not disclose 
the facts to strange physicians of either sex, and in order to learn the 
real conditions it will be necessary to refer to all the physicians who 
have treated her. In any case, the experience of a great company, 
which has never yet been published, shows that the precautions taken 
in the cases of male risks presenting themselves produced a very low 
death rate, while precisely the same precautions in the cases of female 
risks resulted in a death rate so large as to cause the company to 
refuse to insure women on any terms. 

Miles Menander Dawson. 



A MODEL REGISTRATION REPORT. 



Beitrage zur Statistik der Stadt Frankfurt am Main. Zweites 
Heft. Die Bewegung der Bevolkerung im Jahre 1891, inbesondere 
Studien uber die Wanderungen. Frankfurt am Main, 1893. 

The above work on the vital statistics of Frankfurt is interesting to 
us not so much from the statistics contained therein as a demonstra- 
tion of the minuteness and care with which vital statistics should be 
presented. This exhaustive report is a model of registration which 
might be copied with advantage by statisticians in charge of our 
registration reports, both of cities and of states. Our reports are not 
necessarily inaccurate, but they do not cover enough ground. In this 
review I shall limit myself to a mere enumeration of the different 
subjects which are here treated statistically. 

The statistics of the movement of population in Frankfurt are pre- 
sented in two sections. The first section deals with marriages, births, 
and deaths ; the second with the stability of the population, including 
such questions as emigration and immigration, nativity and natality, 
etc. For clearness and simplicity I will put the different topics in a 
more or less tabular form, although in the original each one is treated 
with the greatest minuteness. 

Section A. 

This is devoted to statistics of marriages, births, and deaths during 
the year 1891. It includes comparisons with similar statistics of 
previous years. 

I. General Summary. Here are compared the statistics of mar- 



